[image: image1.png]


PA Districts #15 & #33 Meeting of January 24, 2026

DISTRICT #15

Leagues Represented: Allegheny Mountain, Athens, Elkland, Northern Tier, Sayre, Tioga Lawrenceville, Troy, Wellsboro 

Leagues Not Represented:  Canton, Southern Tioga, Towanda

DISTRICT #33 
Leagues Represented:  Choconut, Elk Lake, Endless Mountains, Montrose, Northeast Bradford, Sullivan County, Tunkhannock

Leagues Not Represented:  Blue Ridge, Roosevelt Trail, Susquehanna Area 
The meeting was called to order by William H. Serfass, Jr., District Administrator of Pennsylvania Districts #15 & #33 on Saturday, January 24, 2026 at Noon.
1.
WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 
· Bill thanked everyone for coming and introduced the District staff present at the meeting 
· Each attendee introduced themself since there is a number of new people.
· We will continue with joint meetings with Districts 15 & 33 for 2026. 

· Two (2) leagues (Athens & Wellsboro) were chartered in 1951 and will be celebrating 75 years in existence this year.  Last year, Sayre, Troy and RTL celebrated 75 years.
· Shoulder patches are required for regular and tournament seasons and cannot be screen printed or sublimated.  Patches are mandatory for tournament season, so if a team shows up without them, they will be allowed to play the first day but will be eliminated from competition if they do not have them by the second game.

· The schedule of games for the regular season should be approved by the Board of Directors specifically for insurance purposes.
2. 
CHARTER & INSURANCE
· The portal is now open.  So far, Southern Tioga is the only league not to charter in District 15.  Blue Ridge, Choconut, Northeast Bradford, RTL and Tunkhannock are the only leagues not to charter in District 33.
3. 
WEBSITE
· The website will be run for D15 & D33 jointly, to include minutes, attendance, league contact information, Presidents and Game Directors duties, tournament schedules & brackets.   
4.   DATA CENTER
· Everything will come off the Data Center: registration and player information, Combined teams and Interleague forms etc. 
5.
CONSTITUTION
· Constitutions must be done on the Data Center under the File Cabinet.  An easy way would be to use the 2024 sample and complete the proper dates, current board and update the Data Base.  You can write separate by-laws for your league but you do not need to send them in.  To date in District 15, Northern Tier and Southern Tioga are in and approved while Athens and Troy are in and under review.  In District 33, only Endless Mountains constitution is in and approved.
6.    OPERATING POLICIES – FUND RAISING
· Once again, copies of the Operating Policies were distributed.  Players can do 1 fundraiser per year and should have an adult supervisor.  Board members and parents can do more if children/players are not involved.
7.
DIAMOND LEADER PROGRAM
· The Diamond Leader must be completed only once.  League presidents are responsible for making sure this is done for each & every volunteer.  A copy must accompany all affidavits for each manager and coach.  New volunteers must complete this prior to having any contact with the children.
8.
ABUSE AWARENESS TRAINING

· Abuse Awareness Training must be completed annually and resets October 1st each year. League presidents are responsible for ensuring that all are done and approved for each volunteer

· Background checks MUST be completed through JDP.  Each league is entitled to 125 free background checks.  Volunteers should not assume their responsibilities until completion of their JDP background check and Abuse Awareness course. 

9.   ASAP / SAFE 
· The ASAP program is no longer but has been replace by SAFE.  This is required in order to host a tournament.  In District 15, Towanda, Sayre and Elkland are in and approved while Allegheny Mountain and Athens are in and under review.  District 33 has not done any to date.

10.  RED SHIRT OPTION

· The criteria for a red shirt option will require a letter from the player’s family with a reason for the request, approval or denial from the home league, approval or denial from the requested league, a recommendation from the District Administrator with all the player’s information (name, address, school, age, where the player previously participated.  All this information must then be forwarded to East Region who will then pass it on to the charter committee for a response of full eligibility, red-shirt, deny or needs more information.  The committee’s decision is final.  If a player is granted a waiver from the committee, they do not need to apply again in the future.

· Players league age 4-7 may register in any Little League program.  Older siblings(s) of a child league age 4-7 that has elected to participate in a league by choice are eligible to follow the younger sibling while having full participation eligibility as long as the younger sibling maintains active participation in the league.
11.  STATE RE-DISTRICTING
· District 15 has been split so we would have 2 representatives for sectionals (with 21 leagues, we deserve 2 representatives).
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12.  ASSESSMENTS
· Assessments set at the October meeting will be $50/team for District 15 and $25/team for District 33.  Assessment letters will be mailed this week.
13.  2026 TOURNAMENT STRUCTURE  
· Predetermination dugouts will continue.  We will play pool play to determine seedings for double elimination.  All home games will be predetermined.
· Guarantee of one (1) home game is no longer especially if you pay umpires.  Little League does not pay umpires. If you miss a majority of meetings, you will be giving up home games as well.
· Tentative sites for Elimination Finals and Championship Games:
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· Wellsboro is the tentative site for 8-10 Softball Sectionals.

· The earliest start date for district play in Softball is 6/10 and 6/19 for Baseball.
14.  UMPIRES

· We continue to need qualified umpires.  One of the reason for predetermined sites is the availability of good umpires.  
· Districts 15 and 33 and Little League International do no pay umpires.  No team can be charged a fee for umpires.  If you pay umpires, let me know and you will not get home games. If you pay umpires, you need Workers Comp and a 1099 tax form.  Little League insurance does not cover paid umpires. 
15.  OPEN DISCUSSION & ADJOURNMENT
· The next meeting is scheduled for February 21st.
· The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p,m.
Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Serfass

Beverly J. Serfass
Districts 15 & 33 Secretary / Treasurer
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